Echinoderms: an autoradiographic study of assimilation of dissolved organic molecules.
In a holothurian and an ophiuroid, tritiated glucose and glycine in great dilution are removed from seawater by uptake through the skin. Cells differ in their competence to metabolize specific nutrients, an indication that there are specialized cellular responses to exogenous organic molecules. Embryonic ophiuroid tissues have an exceptional capacity for assimilation.